
 

From the Interim Executive Director, Avi Rose: 
 
 

Dear Members and Friends,  
 
This is a season when many of us gather together in 
a spirit of community and gratitude, and I’m looking 
forward to doing that with you at our Village Holiday 
Party on December 6. This is also a time of year 
when many people connect with community 
businesses, either to shop or to reciprocally express 
thanks to each other.  
  
Throughout the year, we interact with all kinds of stores and pay for all 
kinds of services. All these businesses depend on us for their 
livelihood, and to differing degrees, most are interested in expressing 
their appreciation by giving back to the community. 
  
Here at San Francisco Village, we have a sponsorship program that 
gives large and small businesses the opportunity to support our 
mission and services. The program is steadily growing, but it isn’t 
nearly as robust as it should be. That’s where you come into the 
picture. 
  
Each one of us connects with San Francisco businesses, sometimes 
on a daily basis. They are part of our community - some of our 
activities like neighborhood circle lunches or coffees even take place 
there. So here’s my request: please talk with them about San Francisco 
Village and its importance to you. I’m talking about attorneys, financial 
planners, cleaning businesses and so many others. Please let them 
know about our sponsorship program and ask if they’re interested in 
knowing more; if so, please connect them with Jessica Da Silva and 
she’ll take it from there. 
  
I know that for some, this might stretch you a bit beyond your comfort 
zone. I appreciate that, and I urge you to push through your discomfort 
for the benefit of this Village community that we cherish. In this season 
of giving, this is something concrete and meaningful that you can give. 
   
Many thanks for your consideration. If you’d like to discuss your leads 
or thoughts with me or with Jessica, we would welcome the 
conversation. 
 
Here’s wishing you a season of joy, gratitude, and a recommitment to 
what’s most important in our lives. 
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From the Board of Directors 
Have questions? Email board chair Gretchen Addi 
at gretchenaddi@gmail.com. 
 

Executive Director search update: The Task Force is 
progressing with a short list of excellent candidates and 
planning to narrow the list to 2-3 for board, staff and select 
members review during the first week of December. The 
candidates will give a presentation to them and then meet 
with the staff and board separately. The staff created a 
representative list of members and volunteers who 
participate in SFV in a variety of ways to participate in the 
presentation part of the interview. We will be making a final 
selection and offer in December. 

 
Board member search: We are continuing to build our board roster and are excited to have members 
and volunteers join us. If any members or volunteers with accounting and/or finance skills are 
interested in learning more about the board, please email gretchenaddi@gmail.com. 
 

Did You Know?  
Holiday Office Closures  
The SFV office will be closed 12/24 – 1/2 (reopening 1/5). 
 

Contact Information for Member Led Events 
To protect members’ digital safety, we do not include contact information in the online newsletter. 
Please reach out to the office if you need a phone number or email to register for an event. 
 

Honor a Loved One, Support Our Community: Give Through Your Individual Retirement Account  
A tax-free gift from your IRA is a great way to support San Francisco Village's continued community 
building while also minimizing your tax bill for 2025 and 2026.  
 

How tax-free gifts from IRAs work 
• If you're age 70½ or older, you can make a Qualified Charitable Distribution (up to $108,000, 

annual aggregate limit) from your IRA directly to San Francisco Village. If you're older than age 
73, the distribution will count toward your Required Minimum Distribution. 

• There is no tax deduction, but the amount you send directly to us from your IRA is excluded 
from your income for federal tax purposes and you pay no income tax on this amount. 

• The entire amount transferred supports San Francisco Village immediately 
 

Thank you for considering a gift to San Francisco Village! 
 

In Memoriam 
Belva Davis, 94109 
Belva was well known for her impressive and groundbreaking career as the first female African 
American broadcast journalist west of the Mississippi. She gave voice to those most often not heard. 
She serves as a role model to many, and her contributions to community have been lifelong, including 
serving on the founding board of the Museum of the African Diaspora, and the boards of the Institute 
on Aging and Fine Arts Museum of San Francisco, among others. In 2014, she was honored with the 
San Francisco Village Founders’ Award for Transforming Lives and Community. For several years, she 
interviewed our honorees at each luncheon.  
 
 
 

New Members  
Juliette Kruse 94118 
Devorah Goldberg 94112 
Laurie Werbner 94116 
Linda Gebroe 94131 
Deborah Boatwright 94123 
Joel & Liz Peirano 94118 
Ted Hexter 94102 

Thank you to our Sponsors 
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Bob Gordon, 94117 
Bob loved being a member of the 94117 Circle. He made connections and friendships and relished 
being a part of this group. Bob was an emeritus professor at SF State University, where he taught 
creative writing. He wrote short stories, plays, a memoir, and the libretto for a gay opera titled Young 
Caesar, on which he collaborated with the famous composer, Lou Harrison. This opera was 
performed at Disney Symphony Hall in Los Angeles in 2017 to a sold-out house. Bob was also a 
volunteer at Maitri AIDS Hospice for 25 years. He was the partner of Bill Haskell for 34 years. 
 
Helen Keacher, 94112 
Helen grew up in the Ozarks with no electricity or running water. Her mom taught at the one room 
schoolhouse. Helen came to school in Berkeley to become a teacher and loved the Bay Area. She was 
very social and a member of the Universalist Unitarian church and various bookclubs.  
 

Upcoming Events 
Register with SFV at (415) 387-1375 or info@sfvillage.org unless stated otherwise      
 

InnerYoga 
Wednesdays, December 3 & 17, 11:00 AM – 12:15 PM at SFV Office 
InnerYoga is an approach to yoga. Awareness, breath, ease, and kindness are 
intertwined in all the yoga styles we teach: meditation and breathing, Jin Shin 

Jyutsu, Yin, Gentle Hatha Flow and Restorative. All levels and abilities are welcome. We will meet you 
at your level and support you in your practice. Led by Jaime Yamamura, CYT, CMT and Cheryl McCue, 
CYT. Both Jaime and Cheryl are San Francisco natives and have been teaching for over 10 years.  

 
Holiday Party 
Saturday, December 6, 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM at 111 Minna Gallery, 111 Minna St 
Join us for our annual holiday party! This year we’re trying something new, a brunch! It’s a 
time to see new and familiar faces, make warm connections, and bask in our vibrant 
community!  

Member Walking Group: Holiday walk in downtown SF 
Monday, December 8, 5:15 PM meet at Ferry Building, outside in the median between the 
roadways 
This year we will be seeing most of the 9 Let's Glow SF buildings. Some new ones have 
been added. We will be walking about 2 miles so we will be done by about 7 or 7:30 PM. 
There will be chairs set up to view the lights on the Ferry Building. First show begins at 

5:30 PM. Look for your guide with flashing lights and antler ears and a rainbow light stick. It's Marilyn 
Straka, SF Village Member and owner of On The Level SF Walking tours. Arrive early to use the 
restroom at the Ferry Building. The walk will begin at the conclusion of the Ferry Building light show 
(about 5:45). 
 
The end of tour is near Market and Bush; Public transportation recommended.Note: heavy rain and/or 
winds will cancel. 

 
Lunch with Provocative People 
Tuesdays, 12/ 9, 1/13 & 1/27, 12:00 – 1:30 PM at SFV Office, 3220 Fulton St. 
Who would you like to have lunch with? Fellow members have researched a 
person’s wisdom and character and will be presenting on what makes them 
provocative and facilitating a discussion. 
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12/9: Kara Walker: Shadows of History With nothing but black paper and white walls, Walker dares to 
explore some of the most brutal and painful legacies of slavery, race, and gender in the US. Her work 
doesn’t just provoke thoughts, it provokes debate. Presented by Michèle Praeger. 
 
1/13: Gertrude Stein, an American living in Paris at the beginning of the twentieth century. A pivotal 
figure in the heart of the post-impressionist art movement, and later, the center of the circle of 
expatriate writers such as Ernest Hemingway and Sherwood Anderson. Presented by Clint Seiter. 
 
1/27:  The Political Evolution of Donald Trump: from registered Democrat and 2011/2014 Kamala 
Harris donor to his challenging and provocative MAGA Presidencies, Trump and his ideas without 
labels, name calling, and cliches. Presented by Allegra Fortunati. 

 
Grief Panel 
Wednesday, December 10, 2:00 – 3:30 PM at SFV Office, 3220 Fulton St. 
Grief is universal to the human experience, and while every loss is felt differently, there are 

threads that connect all grievers. We’ll hear from participants and facilitators of SFV’s grief program 
and SFV staff about their own grief journeys and invite members of the audience to share stories and 
ask questions.  

 
Crafts and Art Fair! 
Friday, December 12, 1:00 – 3:00 PM at SFV Office, 3220 Fulton St. 
Join us for a day with SFV artists, crafters, and makers! Let us know ASAP if you’d like a 
table to sell your items and what you’ll be bringing. Each maker is responsible for their own sales. 

 
Fine Arts Museums Virtual Tour  
Friday, December 12, 1:00 – 2:00 PM on Zoom 
The Art of Conversation With the prevalence of email and texting in today’s society, is 
there still an “art of verbal conversation”? Toying with the notion of communication via 
conversation, docent Charlotte Read will present four artworks from the FAMSF 
including Picasso’s The Orator, an Italian sedan chair from the 18th century, an 

altarpiece painting from 16th century Florence…and a bed with luxurious satin and silk draperies fit 
for a prince. How do each of these artworks speak to us? 

 
LGBTQ+ Movie Carol 
Friday, December 12, 3:00 PM, at SFV Office, 3220 Fulton Street 
Register with David L: garthlin@att.net, or call 415-621-1384, or just drop in. 
Join the LGBTQ+ community for the romantic drama, Carol, starring Cate Blanchett 
and Rooney Mara. Set in 1950s New York City, the story is about a forbidden affair between an 
aspiring female photographer and an older woman going through a difficult divorce. Popcorn will be 
served! Take this opportunity to see a great film, nominated for 6 Academy awards, and be with 
friends. This event is organized for members of the LGBTQ Circle, the Del & Phyllis Posse, PLUS any 
other LGBTQ+ members of SFV, AND their allies. 

 
Asian Art Museum Virtual Tour 
Friday, December 19, 1:00 – 2:00 PM on Zoom 
Layers of Color: The Beauty and Impact of Woodblock Prints Woodblock prints are 
among the most beloved and influential of all traditional Japanese art forms. 

Historically, these prints served multiple purposes — from advertising posters to printed books and 
promoting fashion icons. Over the years, their evolving techniques and unique visual characteristics 
have impacted many major artists and art movements around the world, especially the 
Impressionists. Journey through a selection of Japanese woodblock prints from the Asian Art 
Museum collection to heighten your appreciation of their beauty and learn more about the elements 
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that have made them so widely influential. 
 

LGBTQ+ Happy Hour 
Friday, December 26, 4:00 PM, at Finnegans Wake (formerly Mauds), 937 Cole Street 
Register with David L. or just drop in. 
Celebrate Happy Hour on Boxing Day with friends in the LGBTQ+ community. Inside, 
there is a long bar, a pool table, and many tables and chairs. Outside, in the backyard, there are picnic 
tables and benches. Whatever the weather, this will be a great place after the holiday to relax and visit 
with friends. This event is for members of the LGBTQ Circle, the Del & Phyllis Posse, PLUS any other 
LGBTQ+ members of SFV, AND their allies.  
 
 

Weekly Events  
Register with SFV at (415) 387-1375 or info@sfvillage.org unless stated otherwise 
 

Fitness Exercise  
Mondays, 1:00 – 2:00 PM on Zoom *Not scheduled 12/29* 
Thursdays, 2:30 – 3:30 PM at SFV Office, 3220 Fulton St. *Not scheduled 12/25 and 1/1* 
Simple, slow and gentle exercises to help keep the body limber with an emphasis on improving 
balance, strength and flexibility. Exercises can be modified for your level. Feel free to join at any time. 
Led by Caroline Lew, a certified Senior Fitness and Tai Chi Instructor. 

 
Mah Jongg  

Mondays, 2:00 – 4:00 PM, at SFV Office, 3220 Fulton St. *Not scheduled 12/29* 
A game of skill and chance like no other. We have an American Style Mah Jongg set at the office. 

 
Mindfulness Meditation  

Wednesdays, 10:00 – 10:45 AM, on Zoom *Not scheduled 12/24 and 12/31* 
Mindfulness is a way of paying attention with kindness and curiosity to the present moment. It 
supports emotional regulation, stress relief, and better sleep—especially helpful as we navigate aging. 
Join us to learn, practice, and reflect. All levels are welcome. Led by Terre Passero, a Certified 
Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction Instructor and founder of Mindful Stress Management. 

 
Coffee Chat  

Wednesdays, 3:00 – 4:00 PM, on Zoom *Happening on 12/24 and 12/31 when the SFV Office is 
closed!* 
Join us for an informal and nourishing hour together to connect. 

 
Virtual Social Hour  

Saturdays, 5:00 – 6:30 PM on Zoom. Register with Leslie Stafford   
Bring your favorite tipples & nibbles, get comfy, & we'll chat & check-in with each other. We look 
forward to lively discussions on a wide range of topics, from personal updates to the silly or serious---
limited only by your imagination!  
 
 

Recurring Events 
Register with SFV at (415) 387-1375 or info@sfvillage.org unless stated otherwise 

 
Del and Phyllis Posse: Female LGBTQ+ Circle  

Mondays, December 1 & 15, 12:30 PM, location TBD 
Register with Sarah Thompson  
Female and female identifying members of San Francisco Village are invited to join us for a gay 
women's only social circle. We’ll get to know each other and talk about our shared history as seniors 
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in the LGBT community as well as discuss the joys and challenges of our past, present and future 
lives! Open to all members and volunteers that identify as female LGBTQ+. 

 
Explorers  

Planning Meeting: December 1, 1:00 – 2:00 PM, at SFV Office, 3220 Fulton St. 
Join us to help plan activities for this year! 
 
Saturday, December 6, 5:00 PM at Trattoria and 7:00 PM at Calvary Church on Fillmore 
We will have a delicious dinner at the Jackson-Fillmore Trattoria at 5 pm and then go to the Holiday 
Choral Concert: Messiah, Part 1 & Candlelit Seasonal Favorites at 7 pm. Senior tickets $35 - buy there 
or reserve online. Register with Barbara Elbl. 
 

Thursday, December 11, 5:45 PM at Fairmont Hotel's Tonga Room 
Join us for dinner and entertainment at the Tonga Room, one of the 25 best hotel bars in the USA, 
according to the National Trust for Historical Preservation. Contact Phyllis Scaduto to register and 
find out where to meet. 

 
Let’s Play Games  

Tuesday, December 2, 1:00 – 3:00 PM, at SFV Office, 3220 Fulton St.  
Come play games with us and have fun while meeting new people. You can bring a game you like or 
enjoy the ones we have such as Rummikub, Scrabble, Uno or playing cards. 

 
Grupo de Conversación en Español 

Tuesdays, December 2 & 16, 2:00 – 3:00 PM, at SFV Office, 3220 Fulton St. 
Add a little more Spanish conversation to your life! This group is led by members and there will be no 
formal instruction. Not sure if your Spanish is up for it? Check it out! We're a fun and lively group who 
help each other. We changed the days of our meeting to the first and third Tuesday of the month. 

 
Intergenerational Book Club  

Wednesday, December 3, 10:00 – 11:00 AM, on Zoom  
Please join the Intergenerational "Hip and Drippy" Book Club for lively discussions. We mainly 
concentrate on D.E.I., contemporary, often award-winning fiction/authors. Everyone is welcome to 
join, including members, staff, and volunteers. On 12/3, the book is Audition: A Novel by Katie 
Kitamura, and for 1/7 the book is The Book of Disappearance: A Novel by Ibtisam Azem. 

 
Music Chat  

Thursday, December 4 ,1:00 – 2:00 PM, on Zoom  
A space to share thoughts about music you enjoy. Bring a song, artist, and/or genre, maybe a favorite, 
maybe a classic, maybe one that has recently stirred something in you. Ideally the music can be 
found on YouTube so we can listen together and discuss what the music means to us. 

 
 Older Gay Men’s Support Group  

Friday, December 5, 1:00 – 2:30 PM, at David’s home near Page and Masonic  
Register with Bill Haskell  
As we gay men grow older, we have a greater need for connection through emotional authenticity and 
bearing witness to each-others’ stories. This will be a peer-facilitated support group, not a therapy 
group and these gatherings will be confidential.  

 
Makers and Crafters  

Friday, December 5, 2:00 – 3:30 PM, at SFV Office, 3220 Fulton St, 94118 
Do you watercolor? Knit or crochet? Bead? Applique? Open to learning to knit or sharing your craft 
with others? If so, we welcome you to join our lively group of makers and bring whatever handcraft 
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and creative projects you are working on as well as completed pieces you would like to show off. 
Everyone is welcome at the Makers Group, no matter your craft, handwork or artform. 

 
Sunday Events 

Register with Ilene Rich Holtzberg  
Sundays, December 7, 14, & 28, 11:00 – 1:00 PM, Coffee Klatch at Ballast, 329 West Portal 
It's a great spot where you can enjoy coffee and pastries in their lovely garden with art. A chance to 
meet new members and engage in interesting conversation. 
Sunday, December 21, 1:00 – 3:00 PM, Lunch at Bursa, at 60 West Portal  
The restaurant offers a culinary journey through the Eastern Mediterranean, featuring dishes such as 
Smoky baba ghanouj, rich musakka, and succulent lamb kebabs. A chance to meet new members 
and engage in interesting conversation. 

 
Over 90!  

Monday, December 8, 2:30 – 3:30 PM, on Zoom 
Gather on zoom with your fellow nonagenarians! Requested by a few members, we hope to build new 
connections and have space to talk about experiences in this decade of life. 

 
The Page and the Stage  

Tuesday, December 9, 2:00 – 3:30 PM, at SFV Office, 3220 Fulton St.  
We’re a playreading/discussion group that meets twice a month. Read aloud (or not), talk a lot (or 
not), and enjoy your fellow members interested in the page and the stage. We welcome your voice. 
Drop a note to Barbara Scrafford for more information. We will be reading and discussing A Streetcar 
Named Desire by Tennessee Williams, scenes 10 & 11. Please bring a copy of the play. This is our last 
meeting of 2025, to resume January 2026. 

 
LGBTQ+ Member Drop in Planning Meeting  

Thursday, December 11, 1:00 – 2:00 PM at SFV Office, 3220 Fulton St.  
We will explore ideas of socializing together for LGBTQ+ members of SFV, AND their allies! We’ll 
discuss ways of connecting in the coming months, as well as how to get involved in organizing these 
activities. So far, we have planned showing the film Carol in December. Let’s plan additional social 
activities. Bring your ideas! 

 
Potluck Group 

Sunday, December 14, 2:00 – 4:00 PM at Marigrace Bannon’s home in the Inner Sunset 
Register with Eugenie Marek  
Join us for food, drink and a relaxing way to meet each other! Marigrace will have decorated her cozy 
place to start off our holiday spirit. Please prepare and bring a tasty dish and beverage to share. 
Serving utensils, please. It’s three floors up. Parking is tight. N JUDAH streetcar and several MUNI 
buses are within a few blocks. 

A Circle of Kindred Spirits 
Tuesday, December 16, 2:00 – 3:30 PM at Susan's home in Bernal Heights 
Register each session with Susan Kitazawa  
Have you ever felt “othered” for not fitting the dominant mold— whether because of ethnicity, 
sexual/gender identity, disability, or other innate aspects of who you are? Having to live outside the 
usual can bring challenges, wisdom, and a deeper embrace of others’ differences. Join kindred spirits 
to celebrate belonging, resilience, and the gifts of navigating life from less common spaces that we 
didn’t choose for ourselves. This circle meets in person on the 3rd Tuesday, 2:00 to 3:30 PM, with 
space limited to 10. 
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Any Book Book Club  
Tuesday, December 16, 2:30 – 3:30 PM, at SFV Office, 3220 Fulton St. 
The Any Book Book Club is the easiest book club around! There is no assigned book to read - we get 
together and discuss what we've been reading and what we plan to read next. 

 
The San Francisco Village View: A Current Events Discussion Group  

Thursday, December 18, 12:30 – 2:00 PM at SFV Office, 3220 Fulton St. 
Space limited, Registration required 
Let's gather in community and conversation about what's happening in our world--this could be global 
or local. The group will vote on topics at the beginning of each session. Knowing our identities are 
wrapped up in the political landscape, we will engage each other with respect and an ear to 
understanding others' views. We are committed to learning, not debating. We ask that all who attend 
check sources/facts and be prepared to share them; we don't want to contribute to 
misinformation. The group is led by members Marymelissa Grafflin, Alexander Williams, and Cadell 
Child. The topics and viewpoints discussed are individual member's beliefs, not necessarily those 
held by the organization. 

 
Artists Circle 

Thursday, December 18, 1:00 – 3:00 PM, at the Legion of Honor 
RSVP to Gayle Geary  
Join us at the Legion of Honor. There are two excellent exhibits - Manet and Morisot and Painting 
Color: Chiaroscuro to Screenprint. Coffee or tea after to discuss exhibits. 

 
San Francisco Village Book Club  

Monday, December 22, 4:00 PM, on Zoom 
Register with Sharon Kuester  
Our book is Jack by Marilyn Robinson. 
 
Neighborhood Circles 
Neighborhood Circles are smaller, hyper-local groups that enable members to develop 
relationships closer to home, led by members and volunteers. Members are welcome to 
attend any circle, even if it is outside of their zip code/neighborhood. Please make sure 
to check about RSVPing and reach out to the office if you need contact information.  
 

94123/94129 Circle 
Wednesday, December 3, 11:00 AM at the Blue Barn 3344 Steiner St.  
No reservations; look for the best table in the back patio. We request that you order and pay for 
yourself. Save the date 1/7, 11:00 AM

 
94114/94131 Circle 
Thursday, December 4, 12:30 PM, lunch at Thorough Bread, 248 Church Street 
RSVP to Rena Burns  
Thursday, December 11, 10:00 AM, at Martha & Brothers, 1551 Church Street 
Join us for coffee! No RSVP needed. 
Tuesday, December 16, 4:00 – 6:00 PM, Happy hour at Valley Tavern, 4054 24th Street 
NO RSVP needed. 

 
Sunset Circle 
Thursday, December 4, 4:30 – 5:30 PM on Zoom 
Casual chats, exchange of tips for local businesses and activities. No RSVP necessary but you can 
contact Patty Gerend if you have any questions or suggestions. 
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Monday, December 15, 10:30 AM at Java Beach Café on La Playa and Judah  
No need to RSVP, just show up for coffee at the beach. Please contact Carol Thompson if you have 
any questions or suggestions. 

 
94121 Circle 
Tuesday, December 9, 2:00 – 3:30 PM at Betty Vaughan’s home 
Register with Betty Vaughan  
We meet the second Tuesday of every month. Betty will be telling us about her life. 

 
94107/94103 Circle 
Wednesday, December 10, 1:30 PM at The Rotunda at Neiman Marcus, 150 Stockton St. 
Register with Dian Miller  
Join us for lunch on 12/10! 

 
West of Twin Peaks Circle 
Thursday, December 11, 1:00 PM at Ofena Restaurant, 2529 Ocean Ave 
Register with Roberta Gordon by 12/7  
Modern Italian cuisine in a new, chic, and welcoming restaurant. We request that you have cash to 
pay your individual bill. We add 36% to our order, which includes taxes and tip. 

 
94118 Circle 
Thursday, December 11, 3:00 – 4:30 PM at Karen Franklin’s house, 11th Ave and Cabrillo 
Register with Karen Franklin or Carole Lewis 
You can just show up yet calling or emailing will be easier to plan for attendance. This meeting is 
special as it is in Karen’s warm home with snacks, good conversation & friendship with opportunities 
to connect with new & old members. To use Karen’s elevator, contact her to arrange entry.  

 
94117 Circle 
Friday, December 12, 1:00 – 2:30 PM on Zoom 
Friday, December 26, 1:00 – 2:30 PM, usually in person  
Register with Bill Haskell  
The 94117 Circle meets twice a month, once on zoom and the second could be in person or on zoom. 
We can share what is going on in our lives – what brings us pleasure, what we are enjoying, and what 
is positive. We can also share any challenges we are facing. 

 
94115+ Circle 
Thursday, December 16, 3:00 PM at Diana Vollmer & Susan Myerberg’s apartments at Laguna & 
Washington 
Register with Gayle Geary by 12/12 
Let’s get in the holiday spirit! Join us for a special 94115+ holiday celebration. Drinks including bubbly 
will be provided. Please bring your favorite finger foods, sweet and savory. Please coordinate with 
Gayle Geary. Attire is Happy! 

 
LGBTQ+ Circle 
Friday, December 19, 1:00 – 2:30 PM at Cup of Java Café, 3500 Geary Blvd. 
Register with Bill Haskell  
The LGBTQ Circle meets once a month. We can talk about activities we would like to participate in, or 
that we have participated in, and we can also make suggestions for future activities that sound 
interesting and fun 
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Save The Dates 
Register with SFV at (415) 387-1375 or info@sfvillage.org unless stated otherwise 
 

Intergenerational Connections 
Wednesday, January 7 & 21, February 4 & 18, 2:30 – 4:00 PM at Wallenberg High 
School, 40 Vega St. 
Join members of the Wallenberg High School Baking Club for intergenerational 

connections! Students will be planning activities and conversations such as art making, baking, 
games, and more! 

 
Reflect and Connect 
Fridays, starting 1/9, 12:30 – 2:30 PM at San Francisco Village, 3220 Fulton St.  
Join Carole Lewis, SFV member and a psychologist, for meaningful connections 
and discussions about things that matter. Carole will have quotes, topics, and 
reflection questions and the subjects discussed will flow with the group. Let's 
share how we’re navigating aging and transitions, share laughter, express frustration, build 
friendships, and expand kindness and acceptance. 

 
Resistance is Fertile Workgroup 
Monday, January 12, 11:00 AM – 12:30 PM, at SFV Office, 3220 Fulton St. 
Many of your fellow Village members have been active with the No Kings Day and other 
activities, and have been meeting to discuss concrete actions we can take to resist 
authoritarianism. Resistance can take the form of attending demonstrations and vigils, 

talking to your family, friends, & acquaintances, donating food to pantries, and simply living a positive 
life.  We encourage all Village members to join in by attending the next meeting or contacting 
Rosemary K. or Luis L. for information. We are happy to simply share our meeting notes and notice of 
upcoming events in the city. Please add to the conversation on ways our SFV community can take 
action. 

 
Geopolitics in Latin America  
Mondays, 1/12, 1/26, 2/2, and 2/9, 2:00 – 3:30 PM, at SFV Office, 3220 Fulton St. 
Join Professor-Researcher Hilda Elena Puerta Rodriguez, Ph.D., to analyze and debate 
the political direction of governments in Latin America, the main changes in the recent 
past, their causes and possible future. Our main bibliography is Geopolitical Thinking in 
Latin America Cambridge University, October, 2022 
 
1/12: Latin America economic and political context in recent years. Differences among countries and 
complexities. Most important causes and consequences.  
1/26:  First Wave: Bolivia: Evo Morales, Venezuela: Hugo Chávez, Ecuador: Rafael Correa 
2/2: Second Wave: Chile: Gabriel Boric, Colombia: Gustavo Petro, Mexico: Andres Manuel Lopez 
Obrador, Claudia Sheibaum 
2/9: Debate about the future of Latin America in the complex international situation 
 
Dr. Hilda Elena Puerta Rodriguez has been teaching economics, finance, geopolitics and international 
studies since 1977 to both undergraduate and postgraduate students. 
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Scrabble Techniques 
Tuesdays, January 13 and 27, 2:30 – 4:00 PM at SFV Office, 3220 Fulton St. 
Join Joe Edley—three-time National Scrabble Champion, coauthor of Everything 
Scrabble, and former Director of Clubs and Tournaments for the National Scrabble 
Association—for an engaging workshop that blends wordplay with practical life skills. 

With over 22 years of experience growing the Scrabble community and teaching players of all ages, 
Joe shows how just a few simple techniques can elevate both your game and your decision-making in 
everyday life. In this workshop, you’ll learn the 100+ essential two-letter words, discover an easy 
method for finding 7- and 8-letter plays, and understand how to balance your rack for stronger future 
turns. Please make sure to bring your scrabble set for the most impactful experience. 

 
HomeMatch 
Tuesday, January 20, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM at SFV Office, 3220 Fulton St. 
Do you have a spare bedroom? Could you benefit from additional income to cover 
housing expenses or PG&E increases? Come meet Home Match, a free home-
sharing service that connects people who have an unused bedroom with those 
looking for a more affordable place to live. The program is run and funded by nonprofit Front Porch 
Communities and Services in partnership with the City of San Francisco. Home Match facilitates 
introductions with screened housemates, who are often members of the local workforce who might 
otherwise be priced out of the city. To mitigate risk,  the program uses a comprehensive vetting 
process that includes criminal and tenant background checks, income verification, reference sharing, 
and in-depth interviews. Home Match does not make placements, rather participants choose their 
own housemates, and staff provide ongoing support throughout the match. 
  
Home Matched began in Marin County in 2012 and just recently celebrated its 500th match! This 
event will feature an SF Village member who has greatly benefitted by having a Home Match 
housemate since 2018. Come hear about her experience first-hand. Join us for coffee, snacks, and a 
raffle! Home Match is a Business Partner of SF Village. 

 
Share Your Story!  
Mondays, January 26-April 20, 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM 
San Francisco Village, 3220 Fulton St. (1/26, 2/9, 3/2, 3/16, 3/30, 4/13) 
IT Bookman Community Center, 446 Randolph St. (2/2, 2/23, 3/9, 3/23, 4/6, 4/20) 

Explore your experiences and memories, and share them with others, in a 12-week series from SFV, 
Southwest Community Corporation @ IT Bookman Community Center & Litquake’s Elder Project.  
 
Evocative writing prompts will inspire you to dig deep into both past and present to tell your story. A 
supportive writing teacher helps you discover the stories you carry within. If you’d rather tell your 
experiences aloud, instead of writing, we will record them. At the end of each session, share your 
words with the group. Come together to talk, write, and find community. Classes alternate between 
SFV and ITB Community Center. Let us know if you can offer a ride or need a ride. We will try to make 
transportation matches. (Same goes with Muni companionship). We hope you attend the whole 
series. You are also welcome to drop in to as many sessions as you can attend! 
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San Francisco Village  

is a membership organization designed with, by and for older San Franciscans  
and the extended community that champions them. 

 
Mission 

We operationalize love for elders in an ageist society by mobilizing the power of intergenerational 
relationships and mutual support. 

 
Vision 

We envision a future in which people of all ages, races, cultures and abilities work together to create 
communities of belonging and in so doing, model possibilities for relationship and connection that benefit 

the greater good. 
 

What We Value 
Intersection of Health Care and Social Care • Eldership • Intergenerational Relationships 

Co-Creation •  Equitable Community • Self-Reflection • Humility • Spontaneity 
 

San Francisco Village  
3220 Fulton St., San Francisco, CA 94118  •  (415) 387-1375 • www.sfvillage.org  

 

 
 

This program serving the community is funded by the City of San Francisco’s Department of Disability and Aging Services. 

 
 

Grief Program 
At SFV, we believe that a healthy expression of grief is communal. It requires that we honor the loss 
with simple rituals, by telling the story and being generously witnessed in our pain, so that we can 
move towards healing. If you or someone you care about is struggling with the loss of a loved one, 
please consider one of our virtual programs. To learn more, contact Gina Fiorentino 
at gina@sfvillage.org or (415) 387-1375 x 7. 
 
Volunteer Support 
Request a Volunteer and Volunteer Opportunities   
San Francisco Village is an intergenerational community that brings volunteers of all ages together 
with older members to learn from and care for each other. Contact Sha’Nice Patterson at 
shanice@sfvillage.org or (415) 387-1375 x 4 to sign up to receive our weekly emails detailing the 
many volunteer options available. 
 
Reach out to Sha’Nice for help with shopping and errand assistance, technology assistance, friendly 
caller connections and/or walking partners, outdoors gardening, and more!

Volunteer Connect Phone Number  
Thanks to improvements in technology, you’ll see (415) 212-6908 on your caller ID when San 
Francisco Village volunteers call you. Save it to your contacts as SFV Volunteer Connect! Our office 
number remains the same (415) 387-1375. This only works after being matched with a volunteer.  

 
 

Please note that the programs and events listed in this newsletter are offered to members of  
San Francisco Village. To learn more about registering for membership, please contact Jill Ellefsen. 


